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requested him to defer it. This, however, Ameer Khan refused to do, with an expressed contempt of the reason on which the advice was grounded. The action, in which he immediately engaged, had an unfavorable termination. Ameer Khan being (from having fallen from his horse) reported slain, his followers, after plundering their own camp, fled in etfery direction. The discomfited chief went to the tent of Vizier Mahomed, who had taken no share in the battle, and requested he would accompany him in the retreat he was compelled to make. But Vizier Mahomed, who was disgusted with the whole conduct of his ally, and quite indignant at the cowardice and want of discipline of his folio werg, bade Ameer Khan go back, as he had advanced, alone. cc You/1 he said, " who have no country to fight for, may think a casual defeat of little importance ; but, in the defence of a state, the reputation of its leader is one of its strongest bulwarks; and that, if once lost, cannot be regained; what hopes could a people entertain of a chief in rny situation, who shrunk from danger ? Retreat, therefore, shall never be resorted to by me, till I have convinced my enemies that I am resolved to achieve whatever is within the range of possibility.*' (67) This conference
(67) Malcolm says, " I took down this speech of Vizier Mahomed from the relation of a most intelligent native, who was present when it was made; and had it subsequently confirmed by others who heard it."